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VACO0RP welcomes new members!
V ACoRP welcomes the following new membersinto the Poal.

. o Clarke County| DA Russell County DA
Inside thisissue:
Frederick County IDA Southampton County Public Schools
Playground Safety 2-3 | Goochland County EDA Swords Creek PSA C%( "‘;‘4-/:) /%»
_ VACORP now has 55 counties, 5 county school systems and 37 d <\ ”'>, 4
It's Renewal Time 4| county-related agencies participating in the Pool. We encourage b )
_ S counties and county-related agencies to look at all the benefits
Winter Driving Tips 4 VACORP hasto offer. .
PER Sl 5 WWW.VACOINS.ORG
VACo Insurance Programs is pleased to announce the development of its new web-site.
The site has been designed to provide a means for VACoRP members to complete vari-
ous claims and administrative functions over the internet, as well as, to provide genera
information about the programs offered by VACo Insurance Programs. Members can:
g
’F\,_i"::‘ﬁ _:_‘J‘ - File automobile, gengral liability and property claims.
('.l \\ - |) | .Il) - Make changes to vehicle and property schedules.
N i;,q_) i/ - For Equipment Maintenance Insurance Program members,
/:\79 i%%r’ make changes to equipment maintenance schedules.
'S[?[emit-pm ntsof VACOoRP members should have aready received their username and password in the
Interest. mail. If not, please let us know. We encourage everybody to go to the site and read
- Winter weather about al of the benefits VACo Insurance Programs has to offer.
driving tips can help
prevent accidentsin . .
sl Equipment maintenance program adds member
conaitions
. Apply for the PERI The Equipment Maintenance Insurance Program continues to add members because of

scholarship o later theincreased benefits and tremendous cost savings. On average, members are saving

than February 19, 25% on their annua maintenance costs. We welcome the following member:
2001 to be eligible for

the annual conference Stafford County

in Chicago.

Once again, we encourage al local governments to take alook at this program. We'll be
more than happy to assist you in the process. If you have any questions or would like a
detailed brochure please call us at 1-888-822-6772.
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Each year about 200,000
children are treated in

U.S. hospital emergency
rooms for playground
equipmentrelated
injuries.
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Caution: Kidsat play

A child isinjured every 2 1/2 minutes on a public playground.
15 children die each year as aresult of playground equipment-related incidents.

Each year 200,000 children are treated in hospital emergency rooms for playground
equipment-related injuries, of which 148,000 involve public playground equipment.

. Overview

Public playground equipment continues to be a major cause of injury for children ages 2-
12. According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, falls account for approxi-
mately 75% of al playground-related injuries.

The leading apparatus injuries:

Child’sAge Under 6 Over 6
Swings 23% 28%
Slides 43% 21%
Climbers 1% 41%

An interesting point about these statistics is they follow a child’'s growth. Slides are the
most frequent cause of injury to children under the age of 6, resulting in mostly head inju-
ries. Climbers are the leading cause of injury for older, more cognitive children, who
tend to have upper limb fractures as they ingtinctively protect their headsin afdl.

To help us, the Nationa Playground Safety Ingtitute (NPSI), sponsored by the National
Recreation and Park Association, has been established to promote children’ srights to
play and to promote nationally the importance play hasin a child’s development. NPS|
accomplishes this by providing to most current comprehensive training program on pub-
lic playground safety, including the development and distribution of playground training
and safety products.

I1. Basic Safety Tips For Parents and Guardians
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission offers consumers the following play-
ground safety tips that we can apply to our children’s play areas:

A. Protective Surfacing—Since amost 75% of al injuries are caused by falsto the
ground, protective surfacing under and around all playground equipment is the most
critical safety factor on playgrounds. Below is a chart that helps identify how sub-
stances can help reduce fal injuries. Fall height in feet from which alife threatening
head injury would not be expected.

Type of Material 6" Depth 9" Depth 12" Depth
2x shredded bark mulch 6 ft. 10 ft. 11 ft.
Wood chips 6 7 12
Fine sand 5 5 9
Fine gravel 6 7 10

(Continued next page)
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Caution: Kidsat play (continued)

B. Fal Zones- Each piece of play equipment should have well-defined fall zone and
this area should be free of other equipment and obstacles onto which a child might
fal. In generd, afall zone should extend a minimum of 6 feet in all directions from
the perimeter of the equipment.

C. Swing Spacing - To prevent injuries from impact with moving swings, swings should
not be too close together or too close to supporting structures. Asavisua guide,
there should only be two swings per bay and you, as an adult, should be able to easily
walk between the swings and supports to verify proper spacing.

D. Elevated Surfaces - Platforms more than 30 inches (approximately waist high) above
the ground should have guardrails to prevent falls.

E. Potentia Head Entrapment Hazards - In general, openings that are closed on all sides,
should be less that 3 1/2 inches (closed fist) or greater than 9 inches (chin to top of an
adult’ s head). Openings that are within this range present a head entrapment hazard
because they are large enough to permit a child’s body to go through, but are too
small to permit the head to go through.

F. Potential Entanglement Hazards - Open “S’ hooks, especially on swings, and any
protrusions or equipment components/hardware which may act as hooks or catch-
points can catch children’s clothing and cause strangulation incidents. Hooded
sweatshirts have exposed kids to this danger.

G. Pinch or Crush - There should be no exposed moving parts that may present a pinch-
ing or crushing hazard. An example of thisisfound on chain bridges and the space
between stairs and decks.

[11. Playground Maintenance and Safety Surveys

Playgrounds should be inspected on aregular basis. Ask your Recreation Department if
surveys are documented, especialy if you see any deficiencies. If any of the following
conditions are noted, they should be removed, corrected or repaired immediately to pre-
vent injuries:

Hardware that is loose or worn, or that has protrusions or projections.
Exposed equipment footings.

Scattered debris, litter, rocks, or tree roots.

Rust and chipped paint on metal components.

Splinters, large cracks, and decayed wood components.

Deterioration and corrosion on structural components, which connect to the ground.
Missing or damaged equipment components, such as handholds, guardrails, swing =
seats.

OEMMOUO >

Sponsored by the National Recreation and Park Association, the National Playground
Safety Institute’ s Certified Playground Safety Inspectors (CPSI) Course and Examination
is the most comprehensive training pragram on playground hazard identification and risk
management methods offered.
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...if we receive all of the
completed renewal
documents by March 1,
2001, you will receive

your renewal quote by
March 15, 2001.
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It’srenewal time again!!

After January 15, 2001, you will be re- We aso ask that you provide us with a copy
ceiving your renewad information package of your fiscal 2001 budget. The budget as-
for the 2001/2002 policy year. The pack-  sists usin developing your generd liability
age contains schedules for Buildings & premium. In addition, we will also bein-
Contents, Inland Marine, cuding aform which will alow
Computer Equipment and you to consider our Public Offi-
Automobiles, which need to ciads Liability program.

be reviewed and updated.
Please sign the formswhich
In addition to the schedules, b1 are marked with the sticker.
the package includes an ex-
posure checklist containing
the information reported to

If werecelve dl of the com-
pleted renewal documents by

usin prior years. Pleasereview this March 1, 2001, you will receive your re-
checklist for accuracy and make appropri-  newal quote by March 15, 2001. Hopefully,
ate changes. Also, you will need to re- thiswill assist you in your budget process.
view the yellow coverage form which out- Thank you for your continued support. |1f
lines your coverages from last year. If you have any questions or comments feel

you wish to make any coverage changes  freeto call us at 1-888-822-6772.
please indicate on this form.

Winter weather driving tips

Even experienced drivers can find their nerves and skills tested by winter road conditions.
S0 here are some tips to help you drive safely as the weather turns cold:

Before atrip, know the current road conditions and wegther forecast. Call the High-
way Helpline at 1-800-367-ROAD for statewide information.
Keep your car windows, mirrors and lights clear of snow and ice.
Running the air conditioner while on defrost will help clear the windshield.
Always wear your safety belt.
Leave afew minutes early to alow extratime to get to your destination.
Start out in the lowest gear recommended by your vehicle' s manufacturer.
Beaware of potentially icy areas such as shady spots and bridges.
Keep asafe distance of at least five seconds behind trucks plowing the road.
Match your speed to road conditions.
Don't pass a snow plow or a spreader unlessit is absolutely necessary.
Don't park along the street.
Keep an emergency winter driving kit in your car.
Have a snow/ice removal device handy to clear al glass, including head/taillights.
Check wipers, fill windshield washer with fluid.
Drive with lights on one hour before sunset and one hour after sunrise.
Check anti-freeze (should protect to —20 degrees Fahrenheit).
Check the tire pressure. Cold weather decreases pressure.
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Application form - Small Entity Scholarship, PRIMA 2001 Annual Conference
: June 10-13, Chicago, lllinois

* Provide theinformation requested below, enclose a copy of the most recent annual
. report, consolidated financial statement, or budget summary for your organization,
: and send to:

: Public Entity Risk Institute Questions?
: C/o Audre Hoffman Call PERI at (703) 352-1846,
. 11350 Random Hills Rd., Suite 800 or eemail to

* Fairfax, VA 22030 ahoffman@riskinstitute.org
: Deadline: Applications must be postmarked by February 19, 2001.

: Name

 Title

Organization

Address

: City State Zip Code

Phone Fax

: E-mall
: Provide abrief profile of your organization, including a description of services and/

: or constituencies served.

* Describe how the risk management and insurance functions are handled in your
: organization.

: State your expectations, purpose, and goalsin attending the conference.
Provide a brief statement of financial need.

- If selected, | agree to attend the PRIMA Annual Conference, June 10-13, 2001, in
: Chicago, Illinois.

Applications are now being accepted
for the Small Entity Scholarshipsto
attend the PRIMA Annual Confer-
ence. Upto 60 scholarshipswill be
provided to assist risk managers, ad-
ministrators, finance officers, or other
employees whose public organization
can't otherwise afford to pay the full
costs of attending the conference.

To apply, complete the form on the
left, and send it to PERI along with
the requested organizational financial
information. The application can also
be found on PERI’ s web-site at www.
riskinstitute.org. Application must be
postmarked by February 19, 2001.

To be eligible for ascholarship, an
applicant must meet these guidelines:
- Bean employee of amunicipality
with a population of 50,000 or
fewer, or an employee of a
county with a population of
100,000 or fewer.
Be an employee of aschool dis-
trict with an average daily atten-
dance of 2,000 or fewer.
Have not attended aPRIMA An-
nual Conference within the past
threeyears.
Have direct or indirect responsi-
bility for the risk management
function.
Bengefits
$1,000 to be applied to any costs
related to attending the confer-
ence, including travel, lodging,
and registration expenses.
A discounted registration fee of
$450.
Complimentary 6 month
membership to PRIMA.

Signature Date f
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VACO INSURANCE PROGRAMS

5115 Bernard Dr., Suite 103
Roanoke, VA 24018

Phone: 1-888-822-6772
Fax: (540) 772-7384
Email: vacorp@rev.net

’
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VACo Insurance Pr ograms
5115 Bernard Drive, Suite 103
Roanoke, VA 24018
Phone:1-888-822-6772
Fax:(540)772-7384

Staff: VACORP Supervisory Board
Wayne Faddis, Director of Insurance Programs Jphn R|Iey,.Cha.|rman, Fredenck County
Chris Carey, Manager, Member Services Jm G|II&Gp|e, Vice-Chair, Russell County
Susie Gretzinger, Manager, Health Benefits Trust David Ash, C"”!”‘e Cgunty

Mike Stafford, Claims Manager Frank Pleva, King William County

Jim McClellan, Loss Control Manager Pe&gvalll_ey, Greg??”ge County

Carol Jordan, Program Coordinator \C,:v ’ d \IN'I ams, BSt ord County

Lynne Cornwell, Benefits Coordinator andaWingo, Botetourt County

Administrator:
James Campbell, Administrator
C. Flippo Hicks, General Counsel

“Serving Virginia's Counties’




